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…construct a pictogram

To construct a pictogram, you need to look at the information you want to show and decide on a suitable symbol or picture to use. It should be a simple shape if you are going to draw it by hand, and easy to divide into parts.

The following table shows employees’ reasons for absence from an office over one month.

	Reason
	Number of days taken

	Illness
	12

	Leave/holiday
	5

	Compassionate leave
	2


To turn this information into a pictogram, a suitable picture to use could be (. Now you need to decide how many days each symbol needs to represent. Using (for 2 days would be fine. [Using (for 3 or even 4 days would also be acceptable.]

As each symbol stands for 2 days, you will need 12 ( 2 = 6 symbols for ‘Illness’, 5 ( 2 = 2.5 symbols for ‘Leave/holiday’ and 2 ( 2 = 1 symbol for ‘Compassionate leave’.

Give your pictogram a title, label the axis if necessary and include a key to show the value of each symbol.
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Reasons for absence from the office last month
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Try this!

Display the following information in a pictogram, using a suitable symbol.

	Day
	Number of items of post sent

	Monday
	150

	Tuesday
	120

	Wednesday
	100

	Thursday
	80

	Friday
	110
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