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…read pie charts

[image: image3.wmf]A pie chart is used to show proportions. Each slice of the pie represents a fraction or percentage of the whole amount of something. For example, you may use a range of printers in your organisation. This could be shown as a table of figures:

	inkjet
	12
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black and white laser
	4

	colour laser
	2


The same information can be shown more clearly as a pie chart:
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The table gives exact amounts, and this case it’s easy to follow because the numbers are small. The pie chart uses the same information to show the proportion of each type of printer. It is immediately clear from the size of each section that there are more inkjet printers than both types of laser printer. 

The pie chart can also display the actual quantities or the percentage of each type of printer. 



Try these!
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Which activity had least time spent on it?

Which activity filled about a quarter of the time for the week?

Which of the following statements are true and which are false?

1 The amount of time spent filing and at the computer is roughly the same.

2 The amount of time spent filing is roughly 30% of the total time.

3 The amount of time spent filing is roughly half the time spent at reception.

4 The total time spent photocopying, filing and at reception is roughly three-quarters of the total time for the week.


Data table gives the numbers of each item. It could show the quantities as percentages. 
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Key tells us what each slice of the pie represents
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_1179402926.xls
Chart1

		ink jet

		black and white laser

		colour laser



Type of printer

12

4

2



Sheet1

		ink jet		12

		black and white laser		4

		colour laser		2
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Type of printer



Sheet2

		





Sheet3
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Chart1

		ink jet

		black and white laser

		colour laser



Type of printer

12

4

2



Sheet1

		ink jet		12

		black and white laser		4

		colour laser		2
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		0

		0

		0



Type of printer



Sheet2

		





Sheet3
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Chart5

		Filing

		Computer

		Reception

		Phone

		Photocopying



Number of hours

Hours spent at different activities during one week

10

12

3

2

8



Chart1

		Mon

		Tues

		Wed

		Thurs

		Fri

		Sat

		Sun



Number of customers

Day of week

Number of customers

Number of customers during one week

210

340

200

273

378

493

220



Sheet1

		Day of week		Takings

		Monday		60

		Tuesday		150

		Wednesday		100

		Thursday		230

		Friday		180

		Saturday		300

		Sunday		160
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		0

		0

		0

		0



Takings

Income during one week



Sheet2

		Activity		Number of hours

		Filing		10

		Computer		12

		Reception		3

		Phone		2

		Photocopying		8
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		0



Number of hours

Hours spent at different activities during one week



Sheet3

		






