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…read bar charts

Bar charts are used to show information visually. They are graphs in which the lengths of the bars are used to show amounts or quantities of things. They can show large numbers in an easy-to-read format. You often see them used in newspapers and journals, and on the television news, for example showing the results of an opinion poll about a general election.

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]This bar chart gives information about the number of second-class letters mailed out from the office in one week. The bars have been drawn vertically.
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The figures on the vertical axis on the left show the number of letters sent each day. Where the top of a bar is between two of the lines, you have to work out its value.

If you look at the first bar from the left, you’ll see that it represents the number of letters sent on Monday. The bar is at the third line above the 50 mark. Each line is worth 2, so we can see that 50 + (3x2) = 56 letters were sent on Monday.

On Wednesday the bar reaches halfway between the second and third line above the 40 mark. This tells us that the number of letters sent was 40 + (2.5 x 2) = 45.

The example below shows the number of major injuries that occurred in offices in the UK during 2003–4. This time the bars have been drawn horizontally.

If you look at the horizontal axis, you can count five lines between each numbered line. The numbers go up in 100s, so each line represents 20. If you look at the bar for ‘Falls from a height’, it goes a bit beyond the fourth line above zero, and about a quarter of the way towards the 100 marker. A good estimate would be that the number of accidents caused by falling from a height is 
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Try this!


1
Which chair had the largest order and how many was this?

2
Which chair had the smallest order and how many was this?

The title tells you what the chart is about





The vertical axis shows the number of letters sent





The horizontal axis shows the days of the week
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