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…read pictograms

Pictograms display information using symbols or pictures. Each symbol represents a given number of items.

Components of a pictogram

The following diagram shows the main components of a pictogram.
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You can tell which type of call was most often made by counting the number of symbols and scaling up. The three whole symbols for local phone calls tell you that most calls were local. As each symbol represents 100 calls made, we can work out that the total number of local phone calls is 3 x 100 = 300 calls. 

You can see from the pictogram that the number of faxes sent is shown by 1.5 symbols. The number of faxes sent is therefore 1.5 x 10 = 15.

Pictograms are useful for giving a quick visual impression of information. Their drawback is that they often don’t let you know the exact number of items represented in each category, as you sometimes have to estimate the fraction of a part symbol used.

Try this! 

Look at the following pictogram.

Number of different-sized envelopes in the stock cupboard



C4



C5



C6



DL

How many of each type of envelope are there in the stock cupboard?


Number of phone calls made last week





Title to explain what information is shown in the pictogram





� EMBED PBrush  ���





Type of phone 


call














Local





International





Mobile





Fax





Key     � = 100 calls





Types of phone call 





Key to explain how many items each symbol or picture represents





Number of symbols and parts of symbols to show number of calls made
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Key 





�= 1,000 envelopes
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