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…construct a bar chart

A bar chart is a diagram with parallel bars, columns or blocks. The bars are the same width and different heights, and there’s usually a space between them. Each bar represents a different piece of data.

A single bar chart

The following table shows the income and expenditure for a small company for 1990 to 1999:

	Year
	Income (£000s)
	Expenditure (£000s)

	1990
	196
	178

	1991
	210
	184

	1992
	223
	192

	1993
	245
	202

	1994
	238
	196

	1995
	245
	208

	1996
	264
	212

	1997
	262
	205

	1998
	260
	215

	1999
	264
	214


Here are the key steps in using the information in the table to construct a single bar chart:

Step 1    Choose the axes and the scales

We decide on the horizontal (x) axis to show the years and the vertical (y) axis to show income.

In our example:

· we can start the vertical scale at 0

· no value is greater than 300, so this can be the upper figure for the vertical scale. 

We can show the values in equal steps of 50 i.e. 50, 100, 150, 200, 250 and 300.

Step 2    Draw and label the axes

We can now draw and label the axes:
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Step 3    Create the bars

We now draw a bar for each year, to show the income for that year by making its length correspond to the values on the vertical scale:
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Step 4    Add a title

Since the axes have already been labelled, it only remains to add a title to complete the chart:
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A composite bar chart

If there’s more than one category of data (when a source data table has multiple columns), then a multiple-category bar chart may be appropriate. We could include the expenditure in our bar chart, as follows:
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Try this!

This table shows the number of brochures requested in a month for different products made by the company:

	Product
	No. of brochures

	Chairs
	24

	Office chairs
	30

	Bio-fit tables
	45

	Foot rests
	28

	Stools
	32

	Wall fit stools
	22

	Sit/stands
	8


Construct a bar chart to present this data. 

If required, add a reference to the source data so that the reader can go back to the raw values and check the results for themselves.
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