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N1

CLEAN FLOORS MANUALLY

O

CLEAN FURNITURE, FITTINGS & VERTICAL SURFACES MANUALLY

P1

CLEAN TOILETS & WASHROOMS MANUALLY

Q1

CLEAN & PROTECT FLOORS

R1

CLEAN CARPETS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

S1

CLEAN SURFACES UP TO A MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF 4 METRES



· What colour coding means, and why it is important

· Why you must use the correct equipment and colour coded cloths

HOW TO USE COLOUR CODING
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	· Ask what colour coding system to use
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	· Learn the colour coding system to use
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	· Use the colour coding system
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	· Explain the colour coding system to new staff
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	· When replacing old equipment, order the same colour


	

	
	
	


WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT COLOUR CODING

	· All companies will have their own colour coding system for tools and equipment

· If you use another company’s cleaning equipment you should apply their colour coding system



	· If you work on many different sites and use other companies’ equipment you will have to remember the colour coding system for each site

· Make a simple note for easy reference to remind yourself

· If you always use your own equipment, you will only have to remember one colour code



	· This ensures you prevent cross contamination

· Failure to do this could transfer hazardous substances from one area to another



	· This ensures all staff use the same colour coding system, which prevents cross contamination
· A typical colour coding system is:

      RED: Toilet bowls, urinals and other sanitary appliances and washroom floors

      YELLOW: Wash basins and other washroom surfaces

      BLUE: General low risk areas (but NOT food areas)

      GREEN: General food and bar areas

     THIS MAY NOT BE THE COLOUR CODING SYSTEM YOU USE - CHECK IT!

	· This ensures that the colour coding system remains the same
· Replacing a red bucket with a green one would mean that either the green one becomes used for red tasks, which would be very confusing, or there would now be fewer red buckets to use

	


CHECK WHAT YOU KNOW ABOUT COLOUR CODING

Circle the correct answer to the following questions:

	Why is it important for you to follow the colour coding system?

A It will greatly help to reduce cross contamination and spreading infection.
B It does not really matter; I use the same cloths for toilets and kitchens.
C Mopping units are excused and can be used in all parts of the building.
D Special texture cloths are excused as long as they are well rinsed.


	If you do not know the colour coding system, how can you find out?

E Ask your supervisor, or check with the notice in your cupboard.
F Ask one of the other cleaning operatives what they do.
G Use whatever you think may be right until someone tells you different.
H Use any colour, it will not matter.


	How would you tell new staff about your colour coding system?

A
Leave them to find out by themselves.

B
Ask another cleaner to help them.

C
Show them how the system works and explain the notices.

D
Let them use any colour of equipment as long as they remember what job it is for.



	When replacing equipment which is old and no longer useable, what would you do?

A
Make sure that equipment of the correct colours are ordered.
B
Put in my order and hope that there will be enough colours delivered.

C
Leave it to the supplier to provide what is required.

D   Change the colour system if the correct colours are not delivered.
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What is your colour coding system?

A
Use whatever colour of equipment you can get.

B
Follow the company system for Red, Blue, Green, and Yellow.
C
Colour coding systems are not necessary.

D   Try to follow the system if there is enough equipment.






CLEANING BUILDING INTERIORS





Support Material for N/SVQ’s Level 2








This reference material aims to satisfy the knowledge requirements associated with the subject for all of the following units





Please use the space below to make your own notes:











This reference material will provide you with the following knowledge and understanding.
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